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John 19:25-27 - "Near the cross of Jesus stood 

his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw 

his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is 

your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your 

mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her 

into his home. 

 

 Music Notes from Megan 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
 

There is something deeply personal  
about the words, “Jesus, keep me near  
the cross.” They are not simply words  
describing where we want to be-they are  
a prayer asking Jesus to keep our hearts  
close to Him. 
 

Fanny Crosby wrote this beloved hymn in 1869. Blind from infancy, 
Crosby became one of the most prolific Christian hymn writers in 
history. Yet despite never being able to physically see the cross, she 
understood its significance more clearly than many who could see it 
with their own eyes. 
 

She wrote: 
 

“Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
There a precious fountain, 

Free to all, a healing stream, 
Flows from Calvary’s mountain.” 

 

The cross reminds us of something we can never afford to forget: we 
are saved by grace. At Calvary, Jesus willingly gave His life for us. 
His blood was shed, His body was broken, and the debt of our sin 
was paid. 
 

And Crosby's chorus gives us the proper response: 
 

“In the cross, in the cross, 
Be my glory ever, 

Till my raptured soul shall find 
Rest beyond the river.” 

 

Notice that she doesn't say, “Let my accomplishments be my glory,” 
or “Let my strength be my glory.” She says, “In the cross… be my 
glory ever.” 
 
 

(Continued on next column) 

   We live in a world that constantly tells us to find our 
worth in what we accomplish, what we possess, how 
successful we are, or how others see us. But the cross 
reminds us that our greatest worth was already 
established when Jesus stretched out His arms and 
said, in essence, “You are worth dying for.” 
 

There will be days when our faith feels strong and days 
when we struggle. There will be seasons when we 
understand what God is doing and seasons when we 
don't. There will be moments when we feel close to 
Jesus and moments when we feel as though we have 
wandered far away. 
 

That is why this hymn is such a beautiful prayer. 
 

“Jesus, keep me near the cross.” 
 

Keep me near when life is good. 
Keep me near when life is painful. 
Keep me near when I understand. 

Keep me near when I don't. 
Keep me near when my faith is strong. 

Keep me near when I am struggling to believe. 
 

Because when we stay near the cross, we are 
reminded that God's love does not change with our 
circumstances. 
 

The final verse says: 
 

“Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
Hoping, trusting ever, 
Till I reach the golden strand, 
Just beyond the river.” 
 

The cross points us not only backward to what Jesus 
did at Calvary, but forward to the hope we have 
because of Him. 
 
 

 

Pray for one another–James 5:16 
                                Amazing Grace Methodist Church 

  Marilyn Davidson  Ethelynn Boozer 
   Jane Loy       Jim Harvey          Cliffie Jarrell 
  Nancy Culclasure     Mary & Billy McCollum  
  Andy Fairey      Jan Pollard   Robert Waters 
  Eric Hutchinson 

                                  Wesley Memorial Methodist Church 
Mary Alice Hardee          Lou King            Virginia Weatherford      
Toni Rooks             Doug Conklin       Suzanne Pedersen              
Shelby & David Smoak   Mick & Pearle Baker      Boot Golden 
Judy & Jack Yielding     Evan McMillan          Donna Padgette           
Linda Savage      Ben Rhyne      Carson Moody    Ginny Ceva         
Carol Eustace                Jenny Miller        The Denmark Family   
Kairos Prison Ministry   Cailin Sineath           Marsha Inabinett     
Paul Sires                      Ellis Porter                  Emily Vaughan 
Judy Moore                    Randy Dukes                    Anne Beck 
Sam Cantanzaro           Henry & Sharon McDonald 
 

 



 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 2026 
 

WMMC Acolyte & Crucifer for Sunday, October 
11 are Jude Whetstone and Brantley Hanna. 
 

AGMC Fellowship is Sunday, October 11 after 
church service.  Please bring your favorite brunch 
item to share. 

 
AGMC:  Our regular Worship Service on Sunday 
October 18 will be held at 2:30PM instead of 
9:00AM.  Immediately following our Worship 
Service will be our 2026 Charge Conference.  All 
members and visitors are encouraged to attend. 
 

COMMUNION is Sunday, October 18. 
 
 

 
If you have a veteran you would like to honor 
or remember please send us their name and 
branch of service.  Their names will be 
published on November 12 in our newsletter.  
Wesleymemorial5412@gmail.com 
 

Wesley Memorial Methodist Church 
5412 Highway 165, Hollywood 
Friday, October 23 – 6-7:30 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for fun, food, and fellowship! 

FREE chicken nuggets, French fries and 

drinks – donations appreciated. 

 

 

SHINE WITH THE 

LIGHT OF JESUS!! 
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